
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION 

 
ORDER NO.  

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 

SK FOODS AND COLUSA COUNTY CANNING COMPANY 
WILLIAMS TOMATO PROCESSING FACILITY 

COLUSA COUNTY 
 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region (hereafter Regional Board), 
finds that: 
 
1. SK Foods and Colusa County Canning Company (hereafter known as Discharger) submitted a 

Report of Waste Discharge (RWD) dated 2 September 2005 to obtain revised Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs) for the discharge of tomato processing wastewater at the Colusa County 
Canning Company facility at 6229 Myers Road in Williams.  RWD Addenda were submitted on 
30 January 2006 and 23 February 2006. 

 
2. The Colusa County Canning Company facility is in Section 32, T15N, R2W, and Sections 1 and 4, 

T14N, R2W, MDB&M as shown on Attachment A, which is attached hereto and made part of the 
Order by reference.  The processing plant, which is owned by the Discharger, comprises Assessor's 
Parcel Number 17-090-062.   

 
3. Order No. 5-01-273, adopted by the Regional Board on 7 December 2001, prescribes requirements 

for the discharge of tomato processing wastewater from the plant’s retail products line to irrigate 
crops on land owned by Claire L. Reynolds.  Order No. 93-089, adopted by the Regional Board on 
25 June 1993, prescribes requirements for the discharge of tomato processing wastewater from the 
plant’s paste line to irrigate crops on land owned by F.J. Myers, LLC.   

 
4. The Discharger has applied for revised WDRs to change the discharge location to land owned by 

the Discharger and allow increased flows resulting from business growth.  The proposed new land 
application areas comprise Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 018-090-004, -008, and –009, and 018-08-038. 

 
Existing Facility and Operations 

 
5. The Discharger processes tomatoes and tomato products intermittently during the year.  During the 

fresh pack season (approximately July through October), the tomato paste line produces tomato 
paste.  The retail products line makes canned diced tomatoes, whole tomatoes, and tomato juice 
products by processing fresh tomatoes during the fresh pack season and remanufacturing previously 
processed tomatoes at other times.  The processing facility site plan is depicted on Attachment B, 
which is attached hereto and made part of the Order by reference. 

 
6. The paste line has been in operation since 1982.  Fresh tomatoes trucked to the facility during the 

fresh pack season are transported by water flume into the processing plant, where they are washed 
and macerated.  The juice and pulp are squeezed out and concentrated by cooking and evaporation 
to make tomato paste. 
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7. Process wastewater from the paste line is generated from the flumes, tomato washing, evaporation, 

drainage from the product handling areas, water softener regeneration brine, and boiler blowdown.  
The flume water is screened to remove coarse solids and recycled, but ultimately makes up 
approximately 45 percent of the paste line process wastewater generated during the fresh pack 
season.  Condensate recovered from the evaporation process constitutes approximately 50 percent 
of the total wastewater flow, and the remaining 5 percent is comprised of wastewater from the water 
softener, boiler, hot breaks, finishers, aseptic processing and filling operations, and clean-in-place 
system.   

 
8. Process wastewaters are commingled and discharged to a sump, as indicated on Attachment C, 

which is attached hereto and made part of the Order by reference.  The wastewater passes through a 
0.060 mesh screen and four 0.020 mesh screens prior to discharge to the land application areas.  
Coarse solids removed from the flume water and wastewater solids removed by the screens are 
collected and disposed of off-site.  During emergencies, the paste line process wastewater can be 
diverted to a wastewater storage pond at the processing facility.   

 
9. Between 1982 and 2005, screened process wastewater from the paste line was discharged to nearby 

farmland owned by F.J. Myers, LLC.  The Myers property, shown on Attachment A comprises 
656 acres that are typically planted to row crops and flood irrigated with wastewater during the 
fresh pack season only. 

 
10. The retail products line began operating in 2001, and is run intermittently throughout the year.  

During the fresh pack season, fresh tomatoes are flumed into the processing plant, where they are 
steam peeled, prepared, and canned.  During the off-season (approximately November through 
June), previously processed tomato products are re-processed. 

 
11. During the fresh pack season, retail line process wastewater is generated from the flumes, steam 

peeling, tomato preparation, can filling and closing, and can cooling.  The flume water is screened 
to remove coarse solids and recycled, and comprises approximately 35 percent of the retail line 
process wastewater.  Condensate constitutes approximately 50 percent of the total wastewater flow, 
and the remaining 15 percent is comprised of wastewater from the water softener, boiler, steam 
peeler, can filling and closing, and can cooling. 

 
12. During the off-season, the retail line is operated intermittently, and process wastewater is generated 

primarily from cleaning product storage, packaging, and blending equipment.  
 
13. Process wastewaters from the retail line are commingled and discharged to the sump.  As with the 

paste line, the wastewater passes through the screen system prior to discharge.  Between 2002 and 
2005, screened wastewater was pumped directly to the 145-acre land application area owned by 
Claire L. Reynolds during the fresh pack season (shown on Attachment A).  During the off-season, 
screened retail line wastewater was stored in the wastewater storage pond until crop irrigation was 
needed. 

 
14. The pond is approximately ten feet deep with a bottom elevation of approximately 86 feet above 

mean sea level.  The capacity of the wastewater storage pond is 2.7 million gallons at two feet of 
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freeboard.  According to the RWD, the pond is lined with 12 inches of imported clay mixed with 
native soil and compacted to 95 percent relative compaction.  The mix design of 50 percent clay and 
50 percent native soil was determined based on permeability testing, and is estimated to provide a 
saturated permeability of 1 x 10-6 cm/s.  The pond is equipped with 40 horsepower of aeration 
equipment.   

 
15. A second storage pond known as the Paste Storage Pond was constructed in the early 1980s.  This 

0.8-million gallon pond is no longer used to store process wastewater. 
 
16. Both product lines use chemicals for cleaning and sanitizing processing equipment.  Estimated 

usage rates are summarized below. 
 

Chemical  
Concentration 

(percent)  Annual Usage 

Chlorinated foam  12   3,500 gal 
Sodium bromide  40  3,300 lb 
Sodium hypochlorite  12  25,000 gal 
Phosphoric acid/surfactant  10  1,000 gal 
Sodium hydroxide  12  5,000 gal 
Calcium hydroxide  100 (dry)  15,000 lb 

 
 
17. Based on analytical data from 2004, the RWD characterized screened process wastewater from the 

two processing lines as summarized below. 
 

  Mean Analytical Result  

Constituent/Parameter  Units  Paste Line  Retail Line  

Applicable 
Water Quality 

Limit 1  
pH  std.  5.3  7.9  6.5 to 8.4 
Biochemical oxygen demand  mg/L  1,038  1,052 2   -- 
Chemical oxygen demand  mg/L  1,031 3   830  -- 
Total suspended solids  mg/L  1,001  421  -- 
Settleable matter  mL/L/hr  19  29 2   -- 
Electrical conductivity  umhos/cm  1,221  1,685  700 
Total dissolved solids  mg/L  1,249  1,207  450 
Fixed dissolved solids  mg/L  514  988  -- 
Ammonia nitrogen  mg/L  5  NA  1.5 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  mg/L  45  51  -- 
Nitrate + nitrite nitrogen  mg/L  2.7  2  10 
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  Mean Analytical Result  

Constituent/Parameter  Units  Paste Line  Retail Line  

Applicable 
Water Quality 

Limit 1  
Total nitrogen  mg/L  48  23 2   -- 
Alkalinity  mg/L  114  NA  -- 
Aluminum 4   mg/L  21  NA  0.20 
Boron 4  mg/L  0.2  NA  0.70 
Calcium 4  mg/L  69  NA  -- 
Carbonate as CaCO3  mg/L  1,287  NA  -- 
Chloride 4  mg/L  131  NA  106 
Fluoride 4  mg/L  64  NA  1 
Iron  4  mg/L  31  NA  0.3 
Magnesium 4  mg/L  38  NA  -- 
Manganese 4  mg/L  0.8  NA  0.05 
Phosphorus  mg/L  7  7 2   -- 
Potassium 4  mg/L  73  NA  -- 
Sodium 4  mg/L  100  NA  69 
Sulfate  mg/L  60  NA  250 
Silica  mg/L  94  NA  -- 

 
1 Water quality limit to apply narrative water quality objectives specified in the Basin Plan for 

protection of the beneficial uses of groundwater. 
2  Average of analytical results from 2001 through 2004. 
3  Average of analytical results from 1982 through 2003. 
4  Analytical results are dissolved concentrations.  
-- None applicable 
NA Not analyzed. 

 
These data indicate that the wastewater is typically high in degradable organics, nitrogen, and 
salinity.  Most of the nitrogen is present in organic form.  Most of the dissolved solids in the retail 
line process wastewater are fixed (inorganic), whereas less than one-half of the dissolved solids in 
the paste line process wastewater are fixed. 

 
18. Boilers are used to produce steam for both product lines.  Based on information presented in the 

2001 RWD for the retail line, boiler blowdown is characterized as summarized below.  Current 
boiler blowdown rates are estimated to be 60,000 gallons per 24-hour day during the fresh pack 
season, and 760 gallons per 8-hour day during the off-season. 
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Constituent/Parameter  
Expected 

Concentration, mg/L 
Applicable Water 

Quality Limit, mg/L 
Total dissolved solids  1,980 450 
Sodium sulfite  40 -- 
Sodium  1,600 69 
Chloride  165 106 
Sulfate  210 250 
Nitrate as NO3  55 45 

 
As indicated above, boiler blowdown greatly exceeds the applicable water quality limit for dissolved 
solids and sodium.  It also exceeds the applicable water quality limits for chloride and nitrate, but to 
a lesser degree. 

 
19. Supply water is softened by an ion exchange system to prevent boiler scaling.  The system uses 

840 pounds of salt per regeneration cycle, and each regeneration event generates 8,222 gallons of 
brine, which is commingled with other process wastewaters.  Analytical results for the water 
softener regeneration brine are pending, but are expected to show significantly elevated salinity 
concentrations.  

 
20. Process wastewater flows (including all liquid waste streams from the facility) for both production 

lines vary during the processing season and from year to year depending on crop yield.  For the 
paste line, monthly average flows ranged from 0.8 to 1.9 million gallons per day (mgd), with an 
approximate mean of 1.2 mgd between 1982 and 2005.  Total annual flows during the same period 
ranged from 82 to 211 million gallons (MG) per year, with a mean of 132 MG per year. 

 
21. For the three years of retail line operation (2002, 2004, and 2005), monthly average flows ranged 

from 5,000 to 24,000 gallons per day (gpd), and total annual flows ranged from 3.2 to 9.1 MG per 
year. 

 
22. Storm water from outdoor areas of the plant and building roof drains is collected into a 1.25-acre 

retention pond in southeastern corner of the processing facility known as the “estuary”.  Storm 
water in the estuary is allowed to percolate and evaporate, and is not discharged off-site.  Storm 
water runoff from the land application fields will be retained on-site.   

 
23. Domestic wastewater generated at the processing plant is discharged to a septic system permitted by 

the Colusa County Environmental Health Department. 
 

Proposed Changes in the Discharge 
 
24. The Discharger plans to cease the discharge to the Myers and Reynolds properties and has 

purchased two properties for land application of process wastewater.  These properties, Ranch 71 
and Ranch 72 are shown on Attachments D and E, respectively, both of which are attached hereto 
and made part of this Order by reference.  Ranch 71 is 643 acres and has four irrigation wells along 
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its western boundary.  Ranch 72 is 229 acres and has two irrigation wells along its western 
boundary.  Both sites will receive wastewater for irrigation during the fresh pack season, but only 
Ranch 72 will receive wastewater during the off-season. 

 
25. A new pump station will be constructed, and screened process wastewater will be conveyed to 

Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 by a 3.6-mile, 20-inch diameter force main to a head ditch at each site.  
A flow velocity of four to five feet per second will be maintained in the force main to prevent solids 
settling and reduce sulfide production, which can cause odors.  The force main will be cleaned 
periodically by “pigging”. 

 
26. The wastewater will be delivered to individual fields by ridge and furrow irrigation.  Each field 

drains to a tailwater ditch that routes tailwater and storm water to the northern and eastern property 
boundaries, where it is collected and returned to the main irrigation distribution system.  Tailwater 
generation is expected to be minimal. 

 
27. In case of power failure or pump system failure, wastewater will be temporarily diverted to the 

wastewater storage pond by gravity flow from the pump station holding tank. 
 
28. Planting and harvesting will be staggered to allow continued irrigation of some fields while other 

fields are being dried and harvested.  Typical crops to be grown are summarized below. 
 

Crop  
Nitrogen 
Demand (lb/ac)  

Supplemental 
Nitrogen Needs 1 

 Estimated 
Salinity Uptake 
(lb TDS/ac) 2  

Alfalfa  360  Unlikely  2,093 

Corn  220 to 260  Possible  1,750 

Milo  220 to 260  Possible  -- 

Sudan grass  220 to 260  Possible  -- 

Wheat  140  Unlikely  1,321 
1 Based on a carbon to nitrogen ratio of 18.7, the RWD states that a total nitrogen loading of 150 

percent of the crop demand is justified because of atmospheric losses and crop uptake inefficiency.   
2 The RWD did not support this estimate with actual data or published studies and did not differentiate 

between organic and inorganic fractions of TDS.  Without a recognized source for these values, 
allowing credit for these salinity uptake values is not justified. 

 
The 2006 Cropping Plan included in the January 2006 RWD Addendum states that all fields will be 
planted between May and June and irrigated with fresh water until the fresh pack season begins.  
Anticipated harvest dates range from October through November.  
 

29. Each year, a 50-acre area within the land application sites will be used as a dedicated land spreading 
area for screened solids from the processing facility.  The February 2006 RWD Addendum states 
that the solids will be spread in a layer not to exceed two inches, and will be disked to incorporate 
them into the soil within 24 hours.  The solids application area would not receive process 
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wastewater and would not be cropped until the following year, when wastewater would be used for 
irrigation and another 50-acre area would be used for solids application.  The RWD Addendum did 
not provide characterization data for this waste, but it is expected to contain high concentrations of 
BOD and nitrogen. 
 

30. The Discharger proposes the following flow limits. 
 

Season  Wastewater Source  Proposed Flow Limit  

Off Season (November – June)  Retail Line Only  0.20 mgd (100 days per year) 
Fresh Pack (July – October)  Paste and Retail Lines   4.0 mgd 

 
The water balance provided in the January 2006 RWD Addendum indicates that the wastewater 
storage pond and proposed land application sites will provide adequate storage and disposal capacity 
for normal to above-normal precipitation years.  During the 100-year total annual precipitation 
event, the wastewater storage pond and proposed land application sites will provide adequate 
storage and disposal capacity only if retail line production is curtailed during the rainy season. 

 
31. During the off-season, process wastewater will be stored in the wastewater storage pond, which 

provides approximately 13 days of storage between irrigation events.  The wastewater will be used 
to irrigate Ranch 72, and will be supplemented with fresh water as needed.  If wet weather makes 
irrigation unnecessary, the retail line will be closed until the rain stops.  The RWD states that the 
total off-season hydraulic loading to Ranch 72 will be less than 15 percent process wastewater. 

 
32. Based on normal ET0 rates and a ten percent leaching fraction, the RWD estimates that four inches 

of water will be applied every 15 days during the fresh pack season.  Based on 853 usable acres at 
Ranch 71 and Ranch 72, this equates to 6.2 mgd.   Initially, approximately 0.6 to 3.8 mgd of 
supplemental irrigation water will be required from approximately April through September each 
year, but supplemental irrigation during the fresh pack season will decrease to a maximum of 
approximately 2.2 mgd when daily wastewater flows reach 4.0 mgd.   

 
33. Supplemental irrigation water can be added to the irrigation system either at the processing plant 

(from the process supply wells) or the land application sites (from existing irrigation supply wells).  
The force main will be flushed with one pipe volume of fresh water periodically during operations 
and prior to each significant plant shutdown to prevent discharge of anaerobic wastewater to the 
land application sites. 

 
34. The RWD states that the Discharger will monitor the dissolved oxygen concentration of the 

discharge during hot weather, and will add supplemental fresh water as needed to maintain adequate 
oxygen levels and prevent anaerobic conditions.  Although the Discharger’s water balance accounts 
for supplemental irrigation water to satisfy crop needs, it is not clear whether the predicted 
supplemental water addition rates will be sufficient to prevent anaerobic conditions at the land 
application sites, particularly as wastewater flow rates increase to the requested flow limit of 
4.0 mgd.  The Discharger may need to implement additional controls to maintain adequate oxygen 
levels.  
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35. Based on a monthly average effluent flow rate of 4.0 mgd, a flow-weighted average BOD 

concentration of 916 mg/L, and four inches of applied wastewater every 15 days during the fresh 
pack season, the RWD proposed a maximum daily BOD loading of 775 pounds per acre per day 
and a cycle average loading of 50 pounds per acre per day.    

 
36. At the proposed flow limits, the RWD estimates that a total of 24 inches of wastewater with an 

average total nitrogen concentration of 49 mg/L will be applied each year, resulting in a total 
nitrogen load of 265 pounds per acre per year. 
 

37. The Discharger submitted a salt mass balance with the January 2006 RWD Addendum.  The 
following table summarizes the salt mass balance, which is based on 2005 flows and analytical data. 

 

Salinity Source  

Volume 
Discharged 
(Mgal/yr) 

Total 
Dissolved 

Solids Mass 
(ton/yr) 

Fixed 
Dissolved 

Solids Mass 
(ton/yr) 

Supply water  110.6 1   202 176 
Water softener   0.56  29 29 
Boiler blowdown  1.35  11 10 
Sterilization 2   <0.01  13 13 
Food ingredients 3   <0.0002  4.8 3.2 
Tomatoes (product losses)  33.5  235 87 
Total  146  494 318 
1  Excluding water later discharged as water softener regeneration brine or boiler blowdown. 
2  Includes clean in place, screen sterilization, cooling tower and can cooler sterilization 

(sodium hydroxide, sodium hypochlorite, potassium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide, and 
sodium bromide). 

3  Includes calcium chloride, citric acid, and sea salt. 
 

This analysis indicates that approximately 59 percent of the total dissolved solids (55 percent of the 
fixed dissolved solids) in the wastewater is associated with controllable factors.  Segregating the 
water softener brine and boiler blowdown would reduce TDS by 8 percent and FDS by 12 percent 
on average.  However, the analysis also indicates that “product losses” account for the majority of 
the excess dissolved solids (both fixed and volatile), and that relatively modest reductions in this 
area could significantly reduce the salinity of the discharge. 

 
Site-Specific Conditions 

 
38. The land in the vicinity of the processing plant and proposed land application sites slopes gently 

eastward towards the Colusa Basin Drain, with ground surface elevations ranging from 
approximately 95 to 70 feet above mean sea level (MSL). 
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39. According to the RWD, the processing facility and most of the new land application sites are 

outside of the 100-year flood plain.  Portions of Ranch 71 along Cortina Creek are within the 
100-year flood plain, but are protected from inundation by man-made berms along the creek, which 
was realigned to flow around Ranch 71.  The eastern portion of Ranch 71 is apparently within the 
Sycamore Slough flood plain, but is protected by man-made berms.  The US Army Corps of 
Engineers has not calculated floodplain elevations for the area, but the February 2006 RWD 
Addendum estimated the 100-year floodplain elevation to be 45 feet above mean sea level based on 
comparison of FEMA Flood Insurance rate Maps to USGS topographic maps.  The February 2006 
RWD addendum provided survey data for the Ranch 71 flood protection berms.  The survey data 
show that the crest of the berms ranges from 44.16 feet to 58.63 feet above mean sea level, 
indicating that only minor modifications to a portion of the berm would be needed to provide 
100-year floodplain protection.  

  
40. Subsurface soils at the facility and new land application sites are primarily Mallard clay loam, 

Capay clay loam, and Willows silty clay.  The RWD states that the Capay soils are very deep and 
moderately well drained, whereas the Mallard soils are very deep and somewhat poorly drained.  
Exploratory drilling at the Ranch 71 and 72 sites indicates that shallow subsurface soils are 
interbedded sands and silty sands with varying amounts of silt and clay. 

 
41. Pre-discharge soil sampling was performed at the Ranch 72 site in October 2005.  The results of 

that sampling are summarized below.  Soils at the Ranch 71 site have not  been sampled. 
 

  Analytical Results Sample 
ID 

(depth)  Soil Type  EC 1   N 2   SAR 3  TOC 4   CEC 5  
 

pH 

T1   Silty clay           
 

 
(2-3 ft)    840  0.05  1.3  0.53  26.0 7.6 
(4-5 ft)    500  0.03  1.0  0.37  27.2 7.8 

T2   Clay loam            
(2-3 ft)    1,870  0.07  7.3  0.93  30.9 7.6 
(4-5 ft)    1,020  0.06  6.8  0.72  27.7 7.7 

T3   Clay loam            
(2-3 ft)    1,700  0.04  13.8  0.38  24.5 8.1 
(4-5 ft)    1,640  0.02  15.5  0.28  20.2 8.9 

T4   Silty clay            
(2-3 ft)    1,500  0.07  5.0  0.96  30.7 7.6 
(4-5 ft)    2,620  0.05  10.7  0.91  35.5 7.8 
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  Analytical Results Sample 
ID 

(depth)  Soil Type  EC 1   N 2   SAR 3  TOC 4   CEC 5  
 

pH 

TB 6   Clay loam            
(2-3 ft)    810  0.05  4.9  0.58  30.0 8.0 
(4-5 ft)    1,090  0.03  6.9  0.41  21.5 8.1 

1 Electrical conductivity, umhos/cm. 
2 Total nitrogen, percent. 
3 Sodium Adsorption Ratio, unitless. 
4 Total organic carbon, percent dry weight. 
5 Cation exchange capacity, meq/100 gm. 
6  Located outside of irrigated areas. 

 
According to the RWD, these data indicate that the soil is nitrogen deficient and has a moderate 
organic content.  The SAR values are generally high, indicating potential problems with poor water 
penetration.  However, the high SAR values also correspond to EC values greater than 
1,200 umhos/cm, which indicates that SAR may not cause problems.   The cation exchange capacity 
and moderately alkaline pH are typical of clay soils. 

 
42. The average annual precipitation in the Williams areas is 15.63 inches and the 100-year total annual 

precipitation is 27.71 inches. 
 
43. The reference evapotranspiration rate (ET0) for the area is approximately 53 inches.   
 
44. Surrounding land uses are agricultural, and few residences are nearby. 

 
Groundwater Considerations 

 
45. Groundwater is generally encountered at approximately 88 to 38 feet MSL (about 1 to 8 feet below 

the ground surface).  There are currently monitoring wells at the processing plant, the Myers 
property, the Reynolds property, Ranch 71, and Ranch 72 as shown on Attachment A.  Groundwater 
beneath the processing facility and former land application areas are as shallow as 3 to 8 feet below 
ground surface.  At the Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 land application sites, typical groundwater depths 
are as shallow as 1 to 4 feet below ground surface. Seasonal low groundwater levels (October to 
December) are typically five to seven feet lower than the seasonal high water.  Monitoring well 
information is summarized below. 

 

  
Approximate Elevation  

(feet MSL)  

Well ID  Location/Function 1  
 Ground 

Surface 2  
Water 
Table 3  

Approximate 
Depth to 

Groundwater 3   
(feet) 

     
LF-1  Processing Facility - U  95  89  6 
MW-4  Reynolds Property - U 

Processing Facility - U 
 90  87  3 
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Approximate Elevation  

(feet MSL)  

Well ID  Location/Function 1  
 Ground 

Surface 2  
Water 
Table 3  

Approximate 
Depth to 

Groundwater 3   
(feet) 

     
MW-5  Myers Property - U  

Reynolds Property - D 
 85  81  4 

MW-6  Myers Property - U  
Reynolds Property - D 

 88  80  8 

MW-7  Reynolds Property - U  90  84  6 
MW-8  Myers Property - U 

Processing Facility - D 
 90  85  5 

MW-9  Processing Facility - D  90  87  3 
MW-10  Myers Property - D  85  77 4   8 4 
MW-11  Ranch 72 - U 

Myers Property - D 
 80  75 4  5 4 

MW-12  Ranch 72 - U 
Myers Property - C 

 80  75 4  5 4 

MW-16  Myers Property - U  
Reynolds Property - D 

 87  81 4  6 4 

MW-17  Myers Property - D  83  75 4  8 4 
MW-18  Myers Property - D  85  78 4  7 4 
MW-20  Processing Facility - D  90  85 4  5 4 
MW-21 5   Ranch 72 - D 

Myers Property - D 
 77  69 4  8 4 

MW-22  Ranch 72 – U  71  66 4  5 4 
MW-23  Ranch 72 – U  71  70 4  1 4 
MW-24  Ranch 71 - U   50  49 4  1 4 
MW-25  Ranch 71 - U  53  51 4  2 4 
MW-26  Ranch 71 - D  40  38 4  2 4 
MW-27  Ranch 71 - D  42  40 4  1 4 
1 U = upgradient, D = downgradient, C = cross gradient. 
2  Estimated from USGS topographic map. 
3  Approximate seasonal high groundwater levels (February to May) based on 2005 Annual Report.  Seasonal 

low groundwater levels (October to December) are typically five to seven feet lower than the seasonal high 
water. 

4  Based on six to nine months of monthly monitoring. 
5  This well is at the approximate center of the cone of depression created by the nearby irrigation supply well, 

as discussed below. 
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46. Water for tomato processing and sanitation is supplied by two production wells at the processing 

facility.  Well 1 is perforated from 330 to 410 feet below ground surface (bgs) and is typically 
pumped at 1,000 gallons per minute (gpm).  Well 2 is perforated from 330 to 440 feet bgs and is 
typically pumped at 1,000 gpm.  Based on monitoring conducted in 2005, the character of the 
process water supply is summarized below. 

 
 Range of Results 1  

Constituent  Supply Well 1  Supply Well 2 

Electrical Conductivity  640 to 710  650 
Total dissolved solids  350 to 420  370 
Fixed dissolved solids  280 to 380  300 
Nitrate nitrogen  <0.02 to 1.8  3.4 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1 2  <1 2 
Sodium  61 to 72  62 
Chloride  53 to 66  54 
Iron  0.06 to 0.16  <0.05 2 
Manganese  0.01 to 0.02  <0.01 2 
Sulfate  65 to 70  67 
Hardness as CaCO3  220 to 270  220 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
 

These data indicate that the process water supply is moderately hard, but otherwise of good quality. 
 
47. Based on recent groundwater monitoring data, the groundwater flow direction is generally toward 

the east, but there is a distinct cone of depression centered on the western boundary of Ranch 72 
near MW-21, where there is an agricultural well that supplies water to Ranch 72.  Based on monthly 
groundwater monitoring data from the last six months of 2005, the cone of depression is 
approximately 20 feet deep and appears to capture shallow groundwater beneath the entire Ranch 
72 site during most of the year.  It appears that the supply well also captures shallow groundwater 
from the Myers and Reynolds properties.  However, if the supply well is used less when the new 
sites are irrigated with process wastewater, the water table elevations within approximately 3,000 
feet of MW-21 will likely rise.  The RWD did not provide construction details, planned pumping 
schedules, or water quality data for any of the agricultural supply wells.   

 
48. Recent groundwater monitoring data for wells used to monitor the wastewater storage pond at the 

tomato processing facility are summarized below.   
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 Range of Results 1   

Constituent  
Upgradient Wells 
(LF-1 and MW-4)  

Downgradient Well 
(MW-8)  

Applicable Water 
Quality Limit 1  

Electrical Conductivity  800 to 1,300  990 to 1,100  700 
Total dissolved solids  490 to 870  620 to 690  450 
Fixed dissolved solids  410 to 640  470 to 520  -- 
Nitrate nitrogen  <0.4 to 43  10 to 22  10 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1.0 to 2.8  <1.0 to 1.4  -- 
Sodium  67 to 110  71 to 81  69 
Chloride  40 to 96  70 to 78  106 
Iron  <0.05 2  <0.05 2  0.30 
Manganese  <0.01 to 0.06  1.0 to 1.5  0.05 
Sulfate  65 to 110  71 to 80  250 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
-- None applicable.  

 
These data indicate that background groundwater generally exceeds water quality objectives for 
conductivity, dissolved solids, nitrate nitrogen, and sodium.  Based on these data, it appears that the 
wastewater storage pond at the processing facility has not degraded groundwater quality despite the 
fact that the base of the pond is approximately one to two feet above the water table, but statistical 
analysis is needed to make a formal determination. 
 

49. Recent groundwater monitoring data for wells used to monitor the Reynolds property are 
summarized below.   

 
 Range of Results 1   

Constituent  
Upgradient Wells 
(MW-4 and MW-7)  

Downgradient Wells 
(MW-5, -6 and -16)  

Applicable Water 
Quality Limit 1  

Electrical Conductivity  810 to 1,100  1,000 to 1,300  700 
Total dissolved solids  490 to 750  640 to 830  450 
Fixed dissolved solids  410 to 480  490 to 670  -- 
Nitrate nitrogen  <0.4 to 43  2.7 to 27  10 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1.0 2   <1.0 to 1.9  -- 
Sodium  58 to 80  63 to 130  69 
Chloride  33 to 96  40 to 110  106 
Iron  <0.05 2   <0.05 to 0.21  0.30 
Manganese  <0.1 to 0.6  <0.01 to 0.057  0.05 
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 Range of Results 1   

Constituent  
Upgradient Wells 
(MW-4 and MW-7)  

Downgradient Wells 
(MW-5, -6 and -16)  

Applicable Water 
Quality Limit 1  

Sulfate  57 to 74  65 to 110  250 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
-- None applicable. 

 
These data indicate that background groundwater generally exceeds water quality objectives for 
conductivity, dissolved solids, nitrate nitrogen, and sodium, and that wastewater discharges to the 
Reynolds property have caused increases in concentrations of conductivity, dissolved solids, 
sodium, chloride, iron, and sulfate.  The increases in sodium may constitute pollution.  However, if 
groundwater degradation is verified, it is possible that continued use of the supply wells on the 
western side of Ranch 72 would capture the contaminant plume and mitigate the degradation.  It is 
appropriate to require continued monitoring and a statistical analysis of groundwater quality data to 
make a formal determination regarding groundwater degradation.  If groundwater quality has been 
degraded and waste constituent concentrations do not decrease over time, the Discharger may be 
required to clean up and abate the degradation. 
 

50. The Myers property is bisected into a northern and southern portion by Myers Road.  The northern 
portion of the Myers Property is directly downgradient from the processing plant, and the southern 
portion is directly downgradient of the Reynolds property. 

 
Recent groundwater monitoring data for wells used to monitor the northern portion of the Myers 
property are summarized below.   
 

 Range of Results 1   

Constituent  
Upgradient Wells 
(MW-8 and MW-20)  

Downgradient Wells 
(MW-17 and MW-18)  

Applicable Water 
Quality Limit 1  

Electrical Conductivity  820 to 1,300  640 to 1,300  700 
Total dissolved solids  520 to 780  420 to 760  450 
Fixed dissolved solids  370 to 540  320 to 620  -- 
Nitrate nitrogen  10 to 27  1.4 to 17  10 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1.0 to 1.6  <1.0 to 1.2  -- 
Sodium  45 to 81  51 to 93  69 
Chloride  55 to 130  48 to 180  106 
Iron  <0.05 2   <0.05 2   0.30 
Manganese  <0.01 to 1.5  <0.01 to 0.32  0.05 
Sulfate  39 to 80  26 to 59  250 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
-- None applicable. 
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These data indicate that background groundwater generally exceeds water quality objectives for 
conductivity, dissolved solids, and nitrate nitrogen, and that wastewater discharges to the southern 
portion of the Myers property may have caused increases in concentrations of chloride in 
groundwater.  Like the Reynolds property, it is possible that continued use of the supply wells on 
the western side of Ranch 72 would capture the contaminant plume (if any) and mitigate the 
degradation.  It is appropriate to require continued monitoring and a statistical analysis of 
groundwater quality to make a formal determination regarding groundwater degradation.  If 
groundwater quality has been degraded and waste constituent concentrations do not decrease over 
time, the Discharger may be required to clean up and abate the degradation. 
 

51. The following table summarizes recent groundwater monitoring data for the northern portion of the 
Myers property, which is west of the processing facility, but north of the remainder of the former 
land application sites.   

 
 Range of Results 1   

Constituent  
Upgradient Wells 
(MW-5, -6 and -16)  

Downgradient Wells 
(MW-10, -11, and -12)  

Applicable Water 
Quality Limit 1  

Electrical Conductivity  1,000 to 1,300  580 to 1,800  700 
Total dissolved solids  640 to 830  350 to 1,100  450 
Fixed dissolved solids  490 to 670  260 to 830  -- 
Nitrate nitrogen  2.7 to 27  <0.2 to 5.0  10 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1.0 to 1.9  <1 to 3.7  -- 
Sodium  63 to 130  29 to 110  69 
Chloride  40 to 110  18 to 160  106 
Iron  <0.05 to 0.21  <0.05 to 5.7  0.30 
Manganese  <0.01 to 0.057  <0.06 to 8.9  0.05 
Sulfate  65 to 110  <4 to 38  250 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
-- None applicable. 

 
These data indicate that background groundwater generally exceeds water quality objectives for 
conductivity, dissolved solids, nitrate nitrogen, and sodium, and that wastewater discharges to the 
northern portion of the Myers property may have caused increases in concentrations of conductivity, 
dissolved solids, chloride, iron, and manganese.  The increases in sodium, iron, and manganese may 
constitute pollution.  It is appropriate to require continued monitoring and a statistical analysis of 
groundwater quality to make a formal determination regarding groundwater degradation.  
If groundwater quality has been degraded and waste constituent concentrations do not decrease over 
time, the Discharger may be required to clean up and abate the degradation. 
 

52. The Discharger installed seven monitoring wells at the Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 sites in mid-2005, 
and has been sampling those wells monthly to establish baseline (pre-discharge) groundwater 
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quality for those sites.  As of December 2005, six monthly monitoring events were conducted.  
These data will support the future use of intrawell statistics to determine whether groundwater 
degradation results from discharges to the new land application sites.  The pre-discharge 
groundwater monitoring data are summarized below. 

   
 Range of Results 1  

 Ranch 72  Ranch 71 

Constituent  
Upgradient
(MW-22 and -23)  

 Downgradient  
(MW-21)  

 U p g r a d i e n t 
(MW-24 and -25)  

Downgradient  
(MW-26 and -27)

Electrical Conductivity  470 to 640  990 to 1,200  740 to 1,000  1,400 to 3,500
Total dissolved solids  280 to 390  610 to 790  450 to 630  820 to 2,100 
Fixed dissolved solids  190 to 320  410 to 600  360 to 510  790 to 2,100 
Nitrate nitrogen  0.4 to 1.4  22 to 25  <0.04 2   7.9 to 8.3 
Total Kjeldahl nitrogen  <1 to 1  <1.0 to 2.9  <1.0 2   <1.0 2  
Sodium  36 to 54  71 to 81  89 to 150  270 to 620 
Chloride  7 to 36  33 to 100  12 to 40  50 to 470 
Iron  0.6 to 0.9  <0.05 2   <0.05 2   <0.05 to 0.06 
Manganese  <0.01 to 0.01  <0.01 2   0.04 to 0.9  0.12 to 0.74 
Sulfate  22 to 31  47 to 67  39 to 58  120 to 880 
1  mg/L except electrical conductivity, which is reported in umhos/cm. 
2  Constituent not detected. 
 

With the exception of the upgradient (eastern) end of the Ranch 72 site, these data indicate that the 
baseline (pre-discharge) groundwater quality beneath the proposed land application sites exceeds 
water quality objectives for conductivity and dissolved solids.  It appears that past agricultural uses 
at Ranch 72 have caused groundwater to be polluted by conductivity, dissolved solids, and nitrate.  
The data for Ranch 71 show greater increases in salinity, some nitrate degradation, and pollution due 
to sodium, chloride, and sulfate.  Presumably, these increases are also due to past agricultural 
practices.   
 

53. The existing groundwater monitoring network is adequate to assess whether groundwater 
degradation has occurred from the use of the wastewater storage ponds and the Reynolds and Myers 
properties.  However, both of the new discharge sites have only four wells each (two upgradient and 
two downgradient).  Because of the size of the sites and the fact that the existing downgradient 
wells may be cross gradient at some times, additional monitoring wells are needed to monitor 
groundwater beneath the Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 land application sites to ensure future compliance 
with the Groundwater Limitations of this Order.  
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Other Considerations for Food Processing Waste 
 
54. Excessive application of food processing wastewater to land application areas can create 

objectionable odors, soil conditions that are harmful to crops, and degradation of underlying 
groundwater by overloading the shallow soil profile and causing waste constituents (organic carbon, 
nitrate, other salts, and metals) to percolate below the root zone.  Ordinarily, it is reasonable to 
expect some attenuation of various waste constituents that percolate below the root zone within the 
vadose (unsaturated) zone.  Specifically, excess nitrogen can be mineralized and denitrified by soil 
microorganisms, organic constituents (measured as both BOD and volatile dissolved solids) can be 
oxidized, and some salinity species will undergo cation exchange with clay molecules, effectively 
immobilizing them.  However, given the shallow water table beneath the proposed land application 
sites, the limited depth of the vadose zone will offer limited potential for those forms of attenuation.  

 
55. According to Pollution Abatement in the Fruit and Vegetable Industry, published by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA Publication No. 625/3-77-0007) (hereafter 
Pollution Abatement), in applying food-processing wastewater to land for biological treatment, the 
loading of BOD5 should not exceed 100 lbs/acre/day (as a cycle average) to prevent nuisance odors.  
The proposed cycle average of 50 pounds per acre per day coupled with the odor prevention 
measures of this Order should effectively prevent such nuisance conditions. 

 
The RWD states that the expected peak daily BOD loadings of 775 pounds per acre per day are low 
enough to prevent odors and anaerobic soil conditions that can mobilize soil metals such as iron and 
manganese.  The January 2006 RWD Addendum included an oxygen transfer model recommended 
in the California League of Food Processors Manual of Good Practice for Land Application of Food 
Processing/Rinse Water, and concluded that the silty clay soils at Ranch 71 have an instantaneous 
total oxygen demand capacity of 1,740 pounds per acre, and that the clay loam soils at Ranch 72 
have an instantaneous total oxygen demand capacity of 2,300 pounds per acre.  Although the model 
is detailed and well supported in the literature, it has not been scientifically validated by actual field 
studies or calibrated for use at the Ranch 71 or Ranch 72 sites based on site-specific data.   
Therefore, it is appropriate to limit the peak daily BOD loading to that which is achievable given 
current wastewater flows and the land currently available until the Discharger provides a site-
specific demonstration that justifies a higher peak daily loading.  Based on the cycle time and 
wastewater application rates provided in the RWD and a maximum BOD concentration of 
1,200 mg/L, the Discharger should be able to consistently achieve a peak daily BOD loading of 
350 pounds per acre per day without further treatment or dilution until the facility expands to the 
point where monthly average wastewater flows exceed 2.0 mgd.   
 

56. Acidic and/or reducing soil conditions can be detrimental to land treatment system function, and 
may cause groundwater degradation.  If the buffering capacity of the soil is exceeded and soil pH 
decreases below 5 or the soil becomes reducing, naturally occurring metals (including iron and 
manganese) may dissolve and degrade underlying groundwater.  Pollution Abatement recommends 
that water applied to crops have a pH within 6.4 to 8.4 to protect crops.  The pH of process 
wastewater from the paste line tends to be lower than 6.4.  However, there is no indication that the 
long-term discharge to the Myers property has caused crop damage or violations of the Basin Plan 
water quality objective for chemical constituents in groundwater as related to agricultural uses 
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affected by pH.  Additionally, soil pH at the proposed land application sites is moderately alkaline, 
and the wastewater will be diluted with fresh water prior to discharge.  Therefore, the soils and 
underlying groundwater are expected to adequately buffer the discharge.  Accordingly, this Order 
does not impose effluent limitations for pH. 

 
57. Groundwater beneath the proposed new land application sites exceeds water quality objectives for 

salinity.  Although the wastewater will be diluted with supplemental irrigation water, the dilution 
ratio will decrease as production increases while the amount of land available for irrigation remains 
constant.  Based on the proposed flow limitations and recent wastewater salinity data, the flow-
weighted average TDS concentration is estimated to increase from 700 mg/L at 2005 flows to 
1,200 mg/L at full production (including consideration of dilution with supplemental irrigation 
water).  Likewise, the estimated flow-weighted FDS concentration would increase from 
approximately 440 to 580 mg/L.  Because of salts already present in the soil, evapoconcentration, 
leaching, and limited potential for vadose zone attenuation to remove both volatile and fixed 
dissolved solids, the proposed discharge poses a significant threat of further degradation of the 
underlying groundwater unless salinity loading to the land application sites is strictly controlled.  
Based on best professional judgment, 700 mg/L TDS is the highest flow-weighted concentration 
that can be allowed without risking further degradation of groundwater beneath the sites.   
Therefore, it is appropriate to impose effluent limitations on TDS. 

 
58. As the facility operation expands and wastewater flows increase, the Discharger will need to either 

increase the land application area or take steps to reduce wastewater salinity to comply with the 
TDS limitations imposed by this Order. The Discharger already uses steam peeling instead of 
caustic peeling, which would generate approximately 79 tons of additional dissolved solids per year.  
However, this single pollution control method by itself is not sufficient to protect groundwater 
quality. 

 
59. The Salinity Source Reduction Plan included in the January 2006 RWD Addendum proposed the 

following: 
 

a. Increase return of low salinity boiler condensate to the boiler from 68 percent to 88 percent.  
This would reduce salt usage for the water softener system, thereby reducing the mass of salt 
discharged by 12 tons per year.  However, because the total mass of salt discharged each year is 
approximately 494 tons, this effort may not result in measurable improvements in effluent 
quality.  

b. Audit brine mixing, chemical usage for the clean in place systems, and product dumping 
practices for source reduction opportunities. 

c. Regenerate the water softener system with potassium chloride.  This would reduce the mass of 
sodium discharged.  Additionally, because potassium is a crop nutrient, the net mass of 
dissolved solids available to leach to groundwater would be reduced.  The specific reductions 
associated with this measure were not included in the report.  

d. Evaluate the effectiveness of increasing boiler condensate return. 

e. Unspecified improvements to the Paste Line to reduce loss of solids. 
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f. Installation of new elevators and unloading flumes to reduce product losses (which currently 
account for over 40% of the wastewater salinity). 

g. Addition of new clean water reuse systems to recycle pump seal and cooling tower water in one 
of the flume systems. 

 
Additional measures not proposed or discussed in the RWD might include: segregating the highly 
saline boiler blowdown and water softener brine for off-site disposal or on-site evaporation, and 
conventional treatment of the organic waste stream to oxidize BOD (and thereby reduce the volatile 
and total dissolved solids concentrations). 
 
It is appropriate for this Order to impose Effluent and Groundwater Limitations that are fully 
protective of groundwater quality.  It is also appropriate to require that salinity reduction and control 
measures be implemented as needed to comply with those limitations, and that the Discharger 
monitor the effectiveness of all salinity reduction measures implemented.  

 
60. Pursuant to California Water Code Section 13263(g), discharge is a privilege, not a right, and 

issuance of this Order does not create a vested right to continue the discharge.  Failure to provide 
best practicable treatment and control; preclude conditions that threaten pollution, degradation, or 
nuisance; and protect groundwater quality will be sufficient reason to enforce this Order, modify it, 
or revoke it and prohibit further discharge.   

 
Basin Plan and Beneficial Uses 

 
61. The Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fourth 

Edition revised September 2004, (hereafter Basin Plan) designates beneficial uses, establishes water 
quality objectives, contains implementation plans and policies for protecting waters of the basin, 
and incorporates by reference plans and policies adopted by the State Water Resources Control 
Board (State Board).  Pursuant to Section 13263(a) of the California Water Code, waste discharge 
requirements must implement the Basin Plan. 

 
62. Surface water drainage is to Cortina Creek, which is tributary to the Colusa Basin Drain.  The Basin 

Plan designates the beneficial uses of the Colusa Basin Drain as agricultural supply; water contact 
recreation including canoeing and rafting; warm freshwater habitat; cold freshwater habitat; 
migration of warm water aquatic organisms; spawning, reproduction, and/or early development of 
warm water aquatic organisms; and wildlife habitat. 

 
63. The beneficial uses of underlying groundwater are municipal and domestic water supply, 

agricultural supply, industrial service supply, and industrial process supply. 
 
64. State Board Resolution No. 68-16 prohibits degradation of groundwater quality unless it has been 

shown that: 

a. The degradation is consistent with the maximum benefit to the people of the State;  

b. The degradation will not unreasonably affect present and anticipated future beneficial uses; 
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c. The degradation does not result in water quality less than that prescribed in state and regional 
policies, including violation of one or more water quality objectives; and 

d. The discharger employs best practicable treatment and control to minimize degradation. 
 
65. The Discharger has implemented some BPTC measures to reduce the salinity of the discharge and 

plans to further reduce salinity through source control.  However, based on the RWD, at full facility 
expansion the wastewater will likely exceed applicable water quality limits for several salinity 
constituents, even after full implementation of the proposed source reduction.  Initially, dilution 
with fresh water may result in a flow-weighted TDS concentration as low as 700 mg/L.  However, 
as the facility expands and wastewater flows increase to the proposed maximum flow of 4.0 mgd 
during the fresh pack season, the use of supplemental water for irrigation will decline, and the flow-
weighted TDS concentration could increase to 1,200 mg/L or more.  There are several other BPTC 
methods available to further reduce the potential for groundwater degradation, which the Discharger 
did not propose to implement.  These include:  

a. Obtain additional land to allow further dilution of the waste in combination with supplemental 
fresh water for crop irrigation; 

b. Wastewater aeration to reduce BOD and TDS concentrations; and 

c. Segregation and separate handling of high-salinity waste streams.   
 

The RWD did not present a valid analysis of discharge- and site-specific information to show that 
the discharge as proposed would not further degrade the underlying groundwater.  Additionally, the 
RWD did not demonstrate that further degradation would not impact the beneficial uses of the 
groundwater, or that such degradation is in the best interest of the people of the State.  
Consequently, the Discharger has not provided the required demonstration pursuant to State Board 
Resolution No. 68-16 to be allowed to cause groundwater degradation, and therefore none is 
authorized.   

 
Other Regulatory Considerations 

 
66. Federal regulations for storm water discharges promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (40 CFR Parts 122, 123, and 124) require specific categories of facilities which discharge 
storm water to obtain NPDES permits.  The Discharger does not discharge storm water to surface 
waters, and is therefore not required to obtain coverage under the State Board’s Water Quality 
Order No. 97-03-DWQ.   

 
67. Section 13267(b) of California Water Code provides that:  “In conducting an investigation specified 

in subdivision (a), the regional board may require that any person who has discharged, discharges, 
or is suspected of discharging, or who proposes to discharge within its region, or any citizen or 
domiciliary, or political agency or entity of this state who has discharged, discharges, or is 
suspected of discharging, or who proposes to discharge waste outside of its region that could affect 
the quality of the waters of the state within its region shall furnish, under penalty of perjury, 
technical or monitoring program reports which the board requires.  The burden, including costs of 
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these reports, shall bear a reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be 
obtained from the reports.”   

 
The monitoring and reporting program required by this Order and the attached Monitoring and 
Reporting Program No. __ are necessary to assure compliance with these waste discharge 
requirements.  The Discharger owns and operates the facility that discharges the waste subject to 
this Order. 

 
68. The processing plants have been in operation since 1982 and 2002, and their continued operation is 

therefore exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality (CEQA).  
On ________ 2006, the Colusa County Planning Department certified an Initial Study and Negative 
Declaration for construction of new conveyance systems and land application of wastewater at 
Ranch 71 and Ranch 72.   

 
69. The action to adopt revised waste discharge requirements for the facility is exempt from the 

provisions of CEQA, in accordance with Title 14 CCR, Section 15301.  

 
Public Notice 

 
70. All of the above and the supplemental information and details in the attached Information Sheet, 

which is incorporated by reference herein, were considered in establishing the following conditions 
of discharge. 

 
71. The Discharger and interested agencies and persons have been notified of the intent to prescribe 

waste discharge requirements for this discharge, and they have been provided an opportunity for a 
public hearing and an opportunity to submit their written views and recommendations. 

 
72. All comments pertaining to the discharge were heard and considered in a public meeting. 

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, pursuant to Sections 13263 and 13267 of the California Water Code, 
Order Nos. 93-089 and 5-01-273 are rescinded, and SK Foods and Colusa County Canning Company, 
their agents, successors, and assigns, in order to meet the provisions contained in Division 7 of the 
California Water Code and regulations adopted thereunder, shall comply with the following: 
 
Note:  

1. Other prohibitions, conditions, definitions, and some methods of determining compliance are 
contained in the attached "Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements for Waste 
Discharge Requirements” dated 1 March 1991. 
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A. Discharge Prohibitions: 
 

1. Land application of wastewater to areas other than Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 (as shown on 
Attachment A) is prohibited. 

 
2. Land application of wastewater to any field that does not have a fully functional tailwater return 

and runoff control system is prohibited.  
 

3. Bypassing any treatment system existing prior to, or installed after, adoption of this Order is 
prohibited (including the screen system). 

 
4. Discharge of wastes to surface waters or surface water drainage courses is prohibited. 

 
5. Discharge of irrigation tailwater or storm water runoff from any of the designated land application 

areas to any off-site area or drainage course is prohibited. 
 
6. Discharge of waste classified as hazardous, as defined in Section 2521(a) of Title 23, CCR, 

Section 2510, et seq., (hereafter Chapter 15), or ‘designated’, as defined in Section 13173 of the 
California Water Code, is prohibited. 

 
B. Discharge Specifications: 
 

1. During the months of July through October, the monthly average wastewater flow shall not 
exceed 4.0 mgd. 

 
2. During the months of November through June, the monthly average wastewater flow shall not 

exceed 0.20 mgd, and the total cumulative flow shall not exceed 20.0 MG. 
 

3. Objectionable odors originating from the wastewater pond and all land application areas shall not 
be perceivable beyond the property limits.   

 
4. As a means of discerning compliance with Discharge Specification No. 3, the dissolved oxygen 

content in the upper one foot of any pond used to treat or store wastewater shall not be less than 
1.0 mg/l.   

 
5. The Discharger shall operate all systems and equipment to maximize treatment of wastewater and 

optimize the quality of the discharge. 
 

6. All land application areas shall be managed to prevent breeding of mosquitoes and other vectors.  
Specifically: 

a. All wastewater applied to land must infiltrate completely or be returned to the irrigation 
system as tailwater within 24 hours. 

b. Low-pressure pipelines, unpressurized pipelines, and ditches that are accessible to mosquitoes 
shall not be used to store wastewater. 
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c. Irrigation and tailwater ditches shall be maintained essentially free of emergent, marginal, and 
floating vegetation 

 
7. All wastewater treatment and storage ponds shall also be managed to prevent breeding of 

mosquitoes.  Specifically: 

a. Erosion control measures shall be implemented to minimize small coves and irregularities 
around the perimeter of the water surface. 

b. Weeds within and around the perimeter of the pond shall be minimized through control of 
water depth, harvesting, or herbicides. 

c. Dead algae, vegetation, and debris shall not accumulate on the water surface. 
 

8. All treatment, storage, and disposal facilities shall be designed, constructed, operated, and 
maintained to prevent inundation or washout due to floods with a 100-year return frequency.  

 
9. No waste constituent shall be released or discharged, or placed where it will be released or 

discharged, in a concentration or in a mass that causes violation of the Groundwater Limitations. 
 
10. The facility shall have sufficient treatment, storage, and disposal capacity to accommodate 

allowable wastewater flow and design seasonal precipitation during the winter months.  Design 
seasonal precipitation shall be based on total annual precipitation using a return period of 
100 years, distributed monthly in accordance with historical rainfall patterns. 

 
11. Freeboard in any wastewater pond shall never be less than two feet as measured from the water 

surface to the lowest point of overflow. 
 
12. On or about 15 October of each year, the wastewater storage pond shall be empty to ensure 

compliance with Discharge Specifications B.10 and B.11. 
 
13. The Discharger shall not operate the retail products line unless the wastewater storage pond has 

more than two feet of freeboard and climate conditions are such that any irrigation performed to 
dispose of wastewater will not violate other requirements of this Order. 

 
14. Neither the treatment nor the discharge of waste shall cause a condition of nuisance or pollution as 

defined by the California Water Code, Section 13050. 
 
C. Effluent Limitations 
 

1. Effective immediately, the discharge of wastewater combined with supplemental irrigation water 
to the land application sites shall not exceed 750 mg/l total dissolved solids as a flow-weighted 
yearly average, or such concentration as the Discharger determines necessary to ensure 
compliance with the Groundwater Limitations. 
 

2. Effective 1 July 2008, the discharge of wastewater combined with supplemental irrigation water 
to the land application sites shall not exceed 700 mg/l total dissolved solids as a flow-weighted 
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yearly average, or such concentration as the Discharger determines necessary to ensure 
compliance with the Groundwater Limitations. 

 
3. The discharge of wastewater combined with supplemental irrigation water to the land application 

sites shall not exceed 50 mg/L total nitrogen as a flow-weighted yearly average. 
4. Unless expressly authorized by the Executive Officer pursuant to Provision G.2, the maximum 

BOD5 loading to each land application area irrigation check (including the designated solids 
application area) shall not exceed any of the following: 
a. 350 lbs/acre on any single day;  

b. 100 lbs/acre/day as a cycle average; and  

c. The daily and cycle average loading rate that ensures compliance with Discharge 
Specifications B.3 and B.14 and the Groundwater Limitations.  

 
Loading calculations shall be performed as specified in the attached Monitoring and Reporting 
Program No. __, which is a part of this Order. 

 
5. The total nitrogen loading to each land application area irrigation check (including the designated 

solids application area) shall not exceed the agronomic rate for plant available nitrogen (PAN) for 
the type of crop to be grown, as specified in the most recent edition of the Western Fertilizer 
Handbook.  Unless expressly authorized by the Executive Officer pursuant to Provision G.2, 
PAN shall be calculated as 83 percent of the total nitrogen content of the waste plus the total 
nitrogen contribution from supplemental fertilizers.  

 
D. Land Application Area Specifications 

1. Hydraulic loading of wastewater and supplemental fresh water to the land application areas shall 
be at rates designed to minimize percolation of waste constituents below the evaporative and root 
zones, except as needed to promote surface soil chemistry that is consistent with sustainable 
agricultural land uses. 

2. The Discharger shall maximize use of the available land application areas to minimize waste 
constituent loading rates. 

3. Crops shall be grown on the land application areas each year.  Crops shall be selected based on 
nutrient uptake capacity, tolerance of anticipated soil conditions, water needs, and 
evapotranspiration rates.  All crops shall be harvested and removed from the irrigation areas at 
least once per year. 

4. At a minimum, there shall be a 12-day drying/resting period between wastewater applications. 

5. The irrigation system shall be designed and managed to ensure even application of wastewater 
over each irrigation field.   
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6. Irrigation with wastewater shall not be performed within 24 hours before a predicted storm, during 
precipitation, or within 24 hours after the end of any precipitation event, nor shall it be performed 
when the ground is saturated. 

7. The irrigation force main shall be completely flushed with fresh water immediately after the flow 
of wastewater to a particular branch of the pipeline ceases, and as often as needed at other times to 
ensure continuous compliance with Discharge Specification B.3. 

8. There shall be no standing water in any portion of the irrigated fields more than 24 hours after 
application of wastewater ceases. 

 
9. The discharge shall not cause the buffering capacity of the soil profile to be exceeded nor shall it 

cause the soil to become reducing. 
 
10. The Discharger shall provide and maintain the following setbacks for all wastewater land 

application areas: 
 

Setback Definition Surface Irrigation 
Setback (feet) 

Edge of irrigated area1 to public property (e.g., street) 10 
Edge of irrigated area to other agricultural property 0 
Edge of irrigated area to occupied residence  50 
Edge of irrigated area to irrigation well  50 2  
Edge of irrigated area to domestic well  100 2  
1 As defined by the wetted area produced during irrigation. 
2  Unless otherwise expressly approved by the Executive Officer. 
 

11. Application of process wastewater shall only occur where checks are graded to provide uniform 
water distribution, minimize ponding, and provide complete tailwater control.  

 
12. Check runs shall be no longer, and slopes shall be no greater, than that which permits uniform 

infiltration and maximum practical irrigation efficiency.   
 
13. Tailwater ponds and all ditches shall be maintained free of emergent, marginal, and floating 

vegetation. 
 
E. Solids Disposal Requirements: 
 

1. Collected screenings, sludge, and other solids generated at the processing facility shall be disposed 
of in a manner approved by the Executive Officer, and, if disposed of off-site, in compliance with 
the Consolidated Regulations for Treatment, Storage, Processing, or Disposal of Solid Waste, as 
set forth in Title 27, CCR, Division 2, Subdivision 1, Section 20005, et seq.  
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2. Solids shall not be applied to land within 24 hours before predicted precipitation, during periods of 
precipitation, within 24 hours after precipitation, or when the land application area is saturated. 

 
3. Solids shall be incorporated into the soil by disking within 24 hours of application. 
 
4. A winter crop shall be grown on the solids application area each year.  The winter crop shall be 

selected based on nutrient uptake capacity, tolerance of anticipated soil conditions, water needs, 
and evapotranspiration rates.  All crops shall be harvested and removed from the solids application 
area prior to the beginning of the next fresh pack season. 

 
5. The total annual nitrogen loading rate from solids, wastewater, and any other source shall not 

exceed the agronomic rate for nitrogen, or a total thickness of two inches, whichever is more 
restrictive.  

 
6. Any proposed change in solids use or disposal practice shall be reported to the Executive Officer 

at least 90 days in advance of the change. 
 
F. Groundwater Limitations: 
 

The discharge shall not cause underlying groundwater to contain any chemical constituent in 
concentrations greater than background groundwater quality. 

 
G. Provisions: 
 

1. The following reports shall be submitted pursuant to Section 13267 of the California Water Code 
and shall be prepared as described in Provision G.3: 

 
a. By 30 June 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Vadose Zone Monitoring Workplan that 

describe a proposed system for collecting representative soil pore water samples from the 
vadose zone beneath the Ranch 71 and Ranch 72 land application sites.  The workplan shall 
specify design details for the monitoring system, proposed vadose zone monitoring locations, 
and proposed sampling techniques designed to ensure that representative samples of sufficient 
volume are obtained.  The supporting rationale shall be documented. 

 
b. By 30 July 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Monitoring Well Installation Workplan. The 

workplan shall describe the proposed installation of additional groundwater monitoring 
sufficient to completely characterize groundwater gradient and groundwater quality within and 
downgradient of Ranch 71 and Ranch 72.   Monitoring wells shall be constructed to yield 
representative samples from the uppermost layer of the uppermost aquifer and to comply with 
applicable well standards.  The workplan shall be consistent with, and include the items listed 
in, the first section of Attachment F, which is attached hereto and made part of this Order by 
reference.  It shall also include a preliminary identification and assessment of nearby water 
supply wells and their effects on groundwater elevations and gradients at the facility site. 
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c. By 30 November 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Vadose Zone Monitoring System 
Completion Report that describes the installation of the approved vadose zone monitoring 
system and justifies any deviation from the approved workplan. 

 
d. By 30 November 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Monitoring Well Installation Report that 

describes the installation of groundwater monitoring wells and contains the items found in the 
second and third sections of Attachment F.  

 
e. By 30 December 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Flood Protection Improvements 

Completion Report that describes the improvements to the Ranch 71 flood control berm and 
demonstrates that the minimum elevation of the berm crest is 47 feet above mean sea level. 

 
f. By 30 December 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Preliminary Salinity Source Reduction 

Completion Report that documents full implementation of the salinity reduction measures 
described in Findings 58.a through 58.g, inclusive, of this Order and quantitatively evaluates 
the effectiveness of each based on a separate short-term monitoring program specifically 
developed for that purpose.  The report shall describe in detail all facility and operational 
modifications made. 

 
g. By 30 December 2006, the Discharger shall submit a Background Groundwater Quality and 

Groundwater Degradation Assessment Report for the processing facility and the Myers and 
Reynolds Properties.  For each groundwater monitoring parameter/constituent identified in the 
MRP, the report shall present a summary of all monitoring data (including data obtained prior 
to adoption of this Order) and calculation of the concentration in background monitoring 
well(s).  This determination of background groundwater quality shall be made using the 
methods described in Title 27, Section 20415(e)(10), and shall be based on all available data.  
For each monitoring parameter/constituent, the report shall compare the measured 
concentration in each compliance monitoring well with the proposed background 
concentration. 

 
h. Within 7 days of any violation of Discharge Specification B.4 that lasts longer than two 

consecutive days, the Discharger shall submit a Dissolved Oxygen Non-Compliance Report 
that documents the specific measures that have been, or will be, taken to come into compliance 
with Discharge Specification B.4 and maintain continuous compliance with that requirement. 

 
2. If the Discharger wishes to use pilot testing to demonstrate that Effluent Limitations other than 

those specified in this Order are justified, such testing shall be performed pursuant to an approved 
Land Application Pilot Test Workplan.  The pilot test area must be part of the land application 
areas regulated under this Order.  The total area shall not exceed 20 acres, and the test site shall be 
selected to a) minimize the proximity to occupied residences, and b) be representative of the soil 
and groundwater conditions at the land application sites.  For the purpose of the pilot test only, the 
Executive Officer may temporarily waive one or more of the Effluent Limitations for the pilot test 
site. 
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The pilot test shall include submittal of a technical report that includes site-specific chemical and 
physical test data.  The data shall be used to support any statements regarding waste character and 
numerical models used to calculate acceptable loading rates.  Numerical models, if used, shall be 
supported by a thorough description of the model, field testing validation, calibration to actual 
observed conditions, analysis of applicability to the site, limitations of the model, and error 
analysis.  The workplan shall specify and justify the proposed sampling and testing program and 
modeling approach.  

 
3. All technical reports required herein that involve planning, investigation, evaluation, or design, or 

other work requiring interpretation and proper application of engineering or geological sciences, 
shall be prepared by, or under the direction of, persons registered to practice in California pursuant 
to California Business and Professions Code sections 6735, 7835, and 7835.1.  To demonstrate 
compliance with section 415 and 3065 of Title 16, CCR, all technical reports, must contain a 
statement of the qualifications of the responsible registered professional(s).  As required by these 
laws, completed technical reports must bear the signature(s) and seal(s) of the registered 
professional(s) in a manner such that all work can be clearly attributed to the professional 
responsible for the work. 

 
4. The Discharger shall comply with Monitoring and Reporting Program No. __, which is a part of 

this Order, and any revisions thereto as ordered by the Executive Officer. 
 
5. The Discharger shall comply with the “Standard Provisions and Reporting Requirements for 

Waste Discharge Requirements”, dated 1 March 1991, which are attached hereto and by reference 
a part of this Order.  This attachment and its individual paragraphs are commonly referenced as 
“Standard Provision(s).” 

 
6. At least 90 days prior to termination or expiration of any lease, contract, or agreement involving 

the processing facility or land application areas that is used to justify the capacity authorized 
herein and assure compliance with this Order, the Discharger shall notify the Regional Board in 
writing of the situation and of what measures have been taken or are being taken to assure full 
compliance with this Order. 

 
7. The Discharger shall submit to the Regional Board on or before each compliance report due date 

the specified document, or if appropriate, a written report detailing compliance or noncompliance 
with the specific schedule date and task.  If noncompliance is reported, then the Discharger shall 
state the reasons for noncompliance and shall provide a schedule to come into compliance. 

 
8. The Discharger shall report promptly to the Regional Board any material change or proposed 

change in the character, location, or volume of the discharge. 
 
9. In the event of any change in control or ownership of the facility or land application areas, the 

Discharger must notify the succeeding owner or operator of the existence of this Order by letter, a 
copy of which shall be immediately forwarded to this office.  To assume operation as Discharger 
under this Order, the succeeding owner or operator must apply in writing to the Executive Officer 
requesting transfer of the Order.  The request must contain the requesting entity's full legal name, 
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the state of incorporation if a corporation, the name and address and telephone number of the 
persons responsible for contact with the Regional Board, and a statement.  The statement shall 
comply with the signatory paragraph of Standard Provision B.3 and state that the new owner or 
operator assumes full responsibility for compliance with this Order.  Failure to submit the request 
shall be considered a discharge without requirements, a violation of the California Water Code.  
Transfer shall be approved or disapproved by the Executive Officer. 

 
10. The Discharger shall comply with all conditions of this Order, including timely submittal of 

technical and monitoring reports as directed by the Executive Officer.  Violations may result in 
enforcement action, including Regional Board or court orders requiring corrective action or 
imposing civil monetary liability, or in revision or rescission of this Order. 

 
11. A copy of this Order shall be kept at the discharge facility for reference by operating personnel.  

Key operating personnel at the facility shall be familiar with its contents. 
 

12. The Regional Board will review this Order periodically and will revise requirements when 
necessary. 

 
I, Pamela C. Creedon, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy 
of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, on 
__. 
 
 
 
     
   PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer 
 
ALO:04/20/2006 


