








Central Valley Water Board Inspection - 1 - 5 November 2013 
Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 1. Walker Mine. 
 
 

 
Photo 2. Concentrator plant location. Mining waste is 
evident in and below the concentrator plant 
foundations. 
 

 
Photo 3. Concentrator plant foundations. Formation 
of copper oxides can be seen in numerous locations 
within the concrete foundations. 

 
Photo 4. Upper concentrator plant foundations 
showing formation of copper oxides on the concrete 
foundations. 

 
Photo 5. Closeup view of the previous photo. 
 
 
 

 
Photo 6. Residual mill tailings containing copper 
oxides within the mill foundations. 
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Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 7. Closeup view of the previous photo 
showing fine grained mill tailings. 
 

 
Photo 8. Showing drainage pathway from the 
concentrator foundations to the tailings area located 
below the concentrator foundations. 
 

 
Photo 9. Mining waste located below the 
Concentrator foundations. 

 
Photo 10. Close-up view of previous photo. Note the 
absence of vegetative growth in the mining waste. 
 

 
Photo 11. Looking from the concentrator foundations 
to the 1921 to 1927 period tailings pond  
 
 

 
Photo 12. 1920s period tailings impoundment being 
used as a baseball field in the 1930s. 
 



Central Valley Water Board Inspection - 3 - 5 November 2013 
Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 13. Settling pond located below the Walker 
Mine mill location. Settling pond likely discharges to 
Dolly Creek. 
 

 
Photo 14. Looking northeast at mining waste piles 
located below the Walker Mine portal. Runoff from 
the mining waste piles flows to Dolly Creek. 

 
Photo 15. Looking southeast down gradient towards 
Dolly Creek. Drainage channel has cut into tailings 
material from the 1921 to 1927 period tailings pond. 

 
Photo 16. Looking up gradient and east at feeder 
channel to the drainage channel in previous photo. 
Drainage channel is cut into fine grained tailings 
material. 

 
Photo 17. Close-up view of tailings material in feeder 
channel shown in the previous photo. 
 

 
Photo 18. Copper oxides are shown (blue-green 
material) in the fine grained tailings material.  



Central Valley Water Board Inspection - 4 - 5 November 2013 
Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 19. Walker Mine 700 level access adit. 
 

 
Photo 20. Four 12 volt deep cycle batteries provide 
power for the Druck pressure transmitter. Telog data 
logger collects, processes, and stores data.  
 

 
Photo 21. Telog data recorder shown at right of 
previous photo. Located near the 700 level portal. 
 

 
Photo 22. Small pool of water noted for the first time 
near the 1600 foot station. 
 

 
Photo 23. Copper oxide on the floor of the 700 level 
adit next to the ventilation ducting. Location of the 
photo is about 2000-feet inside the 700 level adit. 
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Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 24. Walker Mine concrete seal located 1650-
feet inside the 700 level adit. 

 
Photo 25. Covered 4-inch stainless steel valve. 

 
Photo 26. One of the two stainless steel 4-inch 
valves and pressure gauge at the mine seal.  

 
Photo 27. Pressure gauge showing 50 psi. This 
equates to 115 feet of head over the mine seal. 

 
Photo 28. Pressure transmitter sensor termination 
enclosure located near the mine seal. 

 
Photo 28. Central ore body location. Mining waste 
pile shown in the center of the photo. Subsidence 
area to the left of the waste pile. Runoff from the 
waste pile drains to the South Branch of Ward 
Creek. 



Central Valley Water Board Inspection - 6 - 5 November 2013 
Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 29. One of several subsidence areas in the 
vicinity of the Central ore body. Subsidence areas 
resulted from sublevel mining activities (see below). 

 
Photo 30. Central ore body, Paul Billingsley, Walker 
Mine Report March 7, 1924. 

 
Photo 31. Mining waste pile located above the 
Central ore body location. Waste pile is graded and 
level and used as building site for mining activities. 

 
Photo 32. Copper oxide formation on the surface of 
waste rock at the Central ore body location. 

 
Photo 33. Another example of copper oxide forming 
on the surface of waste rock at the Central ore body 
location. 

 
Photo 34. Open ventilation shaft located on the 
hillside above the Central ore body location. 
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Walker Mine, Plumas County 
 

 
Photo 35. Dolly Creek diversion head-works located 
above the Walker Mine tailings facility. 

 
Photo 36. Close-up view of prior photo. Copper 
oxide can be seen on the large boulders in the 
center of the photo. 

 
Photo 37. Walker Mine Tailings facility showing 
scarcity of vegetation to control erosion of the 
tailings. 

 
Photo 38. Showing wind fences erected as a wind 
erosion control measure over a portion of the Walker 
Mine Tailings facility. 

 
Photo 39. Walker Mine Tailings settling pond. No 
drainage path to the settling pond was observed 
which would indicate that the water shown is the 
saturation level in the tailings. 
 


	PT Exh 45-1 Inspection Report November 2013
	PT Exh 45-2 Photolog November 2013

