
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-40

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

PINOLE POINT PROPERTIES, INC.
REMEDIAL ACTION PROGRAM
RICHMOND, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Pinole Point Properties, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as
the discharger), by a Report of Waste Discharge application
dated May 1, 1986, has submitted a remedial action plan
for soil and groundwater contamination beneath and adjacent
to the waste disposal pond located on their property at 5000
Giant Road in the City of Richmond, Contra Costa County.

2. The discharger purchased the waste disposal pond from
Bethlehem Steel Corporation in March of 1979. In a letter
dated June 30, 1978 the discharger notified this Board's
Executive Officer of their intent to purchase the site from
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation and that upon purchase of
the site the discharger would be assuming full legal and
financial responsibility for any site mitigation.

3. Bethlehem Steel Corporation constructed the impoundment by
blocking off marshland. Bethlehem Steel corporation obtained
Waste Discharge Requirements (Resolution No. 711) from this
Board on December 16, 1965 for the disposal of acid
wastewater from their galvanizing operation.

4. The discharge of the acid wastewater, that also contained
high concentrations of dissolved metals, into the pond has
created an environment in which the metals have polluted
the existing groundwater which are waters of the State.

5. The discharger has completed a site characterization that
defines the extent of the soil and groundwater
contamination. Acid wastewater, that contained high
concentrations of dissolved lead and zinc, by migrating
downward, has created a groundwater mound that has
contaminated the underlying soils to a depth of
approximately 10 feet below the pond bottom. The
contamination of the underlying soils was caused by the acid
wastewater coming in contact with neutral pH soils, which
resulted in precipitation of lead and zinc. The rise in pH
as the wastewater migrated downward also provides an
environment where the lead and zinc were more readily
attenuated to the soil particles.
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