
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-47
NPDES NO. CA0004880

AN ORDER AMENDING ORDER NO. 83-22 FOR:

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
PITTSBURG POWER PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (hereafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The Board, on June 23, 1983, adopted Order No.83-22 (NPDES
Permit No. CA0004880) prescribing Waste Discharge Requirements
for Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Pittsburg Power Plant
(hereinafter called the Discharger). The permit contained
effluent limitations for three existing discharges, and
provisions for Best Technology Available (BTA) for the cooling
water intake system.

2. The Board, on April 18, 1984, adopted Order No. 84-15 amending
Order 83-22. The amendment allows the Discharger to include an
additional waste stream, one from their metal cleaning waste
pond, to be discharged to the once-through cooling water stream
(001) and hence into suisun Bay.

3. On June 19, 1985, the Board issued Cease and Desist Order No.
85-84 requiring the Discharger to submit estimates of annual
reduction in 150 mm equivalent striped bass losses during
various years. The Discharger submitted the required data on
July 15, 1985, thereby complying with the Cease and Desist
Order.

4. The Discharger submitted an application and filing fee, dated
August 26, 1985, requesting a further amendment to Order 83­
22, specifically the provisions related to the Best
Technology Available Intake System.

5. The cooling water system intakes are located in the nursery area
for striped bass, which is the principal organism of concern.
There has been a sharp decline in striped bass popUlation over
the past ten years; the causes of this decline are not
understood. Large numbers of young bass (and other fish and
invertebrates) are entrained into the cooling system and are
subjected to mechanical and thermal stresses. Approximately 90%
of the annual power plant entrainment losses of larval and
juvenile striped bass (normalized to 150 millimeters) occur in a
60 day period between May and August, the entrainment period.
For the purposes of these requirements, the entrainment period
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