
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO.87-85

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

AMPEX CORPORATION
SUNNYVALE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Ampex Corporation (hereinafter called the discharger)
operates a computer disks facility at 728 San Aleso Avenue,
in the City of Sunnyvale. The building was constructed in
1968 and utilitized as a machine shop until purchase by the
discharger in 1973.

2. Subsurface investigations initiated in early 1983 revealed
significant levels of organic chemical pollution (initial
Concentration was as high as 3.8 ppm of TCE and the current
average is 0.200 ppm) in the groundwater beneath the site.
There was no underground waste solvent tank onsite. The
discharger suggested that improper surface disposal of
machine shop degreasing solvents by the former tenant of the
building was the cause of groundwater contamination at the
subject property. Studies by the discharger show that
groundwater beneath the site has been polluted by organic
solvents such as Trichloroethylene (TCE), Trichloroethane
(TCA), l,l-Dichloroethylene (DCE) and Trans-l,2­
Dichloroethylene.

3. The extent of onsite and offsite plume migration was defined
in early 1986. The discharge has installed groundwater
extraction system onsite to prevent further contaminant
offsite migration. The contamination extends laterally
approximately 250 feet downgradient and vertically to a
depth of about 25 feet.

4. The Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control
Plan for the San Francisco Bay Basin (Basin Plan) on July
21, 1982. The Basin Plan contains water quality objectives
and beneficial uses for South San Francisco Bay and
contiguous surface and groundwaters.

5. The existing and potential beneficial uses of the
groundwater underlying and adjacent to the facility include:

a. Industrial process water supply
b. Industrial service supply
c. Municipal and Domestic supply
d. Agricultural supply
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