From "Bob Bai occhi" <bai occhi @sl n. cone

To: "Jean McCue" <W Hearing@waterboards. ca. gov>
Dat e: 1/ 20/ 2006 3:39:02 PM
Subj ect : Water Quality Response Plan - Comments to the SWRCB

January 20, 2006

Ms. Jean McCue, Staff

Di vi sion of Water Rights

State Water Resources Control Board

Re: Water Quality Response Plan - California Departnent of Water Resources
and US Bureau of Reclamation; Item No. 8 on SWRCB Agenda for February 1, 2006

Vi a- E- Mai |
Di vision of Water Rights and State Water Resources Control Board

The following are comrents by the Anglers Committee and the Baiocchi Famly
regardi ng the proposed Water Quality Response Plan for the Delta concerning
the California Department of Water Resources (CDWR) and the US Bureau of

Recl amati on (USBR), and al so being heard and potentially approved by the SWRCB
on February 1, 2006. The deadline period for cormments fromthe public et al is
Monday at noon (January 23, 2006).

Delta Snelt are being adversely effected by the operation of water projects by
the CDWR and the USBR Hi gh water tenperatures are adversely affecting Delta
Smelt popul ati ons. Pl ease see attachnment shown below. That is a water quality
i ssue.

The USBR and the CDWR are in the process of a EIS/EIR docunent for the South
Delta | nprovenent Project, subject to public conments. We are still awaiting
to receive a copy of the document fromthe USBR so that we can submt conmmrent.

The US Fish and Wldlife Service has a duty and responsibility to protect
Delta Snelt in the Delta.

| have standing with the State Water Resources Control Board. See attachment.
Rel i ef Request ed
This is new informati on that nust be considered and mtigated by the SWRCB.

The Water Quality Plan for the Delta nust be amended to provide specific water
tenmperature requirenents bel ow 66 degress F. to protect Delta Snelt and their
habitat. Delta Smelt are public trust assets and belong to the people. The
Board has a duty and responsibility to protect the people's trust assets.

The USBR nust conplete the NEPA/ CEQA process for the South Delta | nprovenent
Proj ect before the Board approves any nore water being diverted water fromthe
Delta, subject to public review and coment.

Cold water must be released fromthe USBR and CDWR reservoirs to protect and
sustain cold water species in the Delta such as Delta Smelt and ot her
anadrormous fish species such as federally protected spring-run chinook sal mon



and steel head trout. The Board must al so order other reservoir operators wth
reservoir directly affecting the Delta to release cold water fromtheir
reservoirs, when needed and necessary.

The Board nust consult with the US Fish and WIdlife Service and obtain their
recomendations to protect Delta Snelt regarding the effects to Delta Snelt
popul ation and their habitat resulting fromwater quality inmpacts resulting
fromthe Water Quality Plan for the Delta that was approved by the Board.

| amrequesting a response to our conmments.

Pl ease forward any and all decisions in the subject natter to ne via e-mail.
Thank you.

Respectfully Subnmitted

Bob Bai occhi
The Bai occhi Famly
The Anglers Conmittee

cc: Interested Parties

DELTA SMELT:

Qutl ook for Delta snelt at new | ow
St ockt on Record - 1/20/06

By Warren Lutz, staff witer

STOCKTON - A new, record-low nunber of Delta snelt is pronmpting sone
scientists to wonder if the entire species of the bellwether fish is heading
bel I y-up.

The 2- to 5-inch, translucent blue fish - often used to gauge the Delta's
overall health due to its sensitivity to its environment - is at the | owest
nunbers in history, according to one neasuring stick used by the state.

The snelt popul ati on has dropped to a third of the nunber recorded in 2004,
according to a Fish and Game survey last nonth. The 2004 nunbers were already
the | owest since the state began tracking the fish in the 1960s.

"I would say nmpst scientists who work with these fish are convinced that the
species is at great risk of extinction within the next couple of years, based
on these nunbers," said Tina Swanson, a biologist with the San Franci sco- based
Bay Institute.

The fate of the already-threatened species is linked to the massive water
systenms that deliver Delta water to 23 million Californians, nost in the
sout hern San Joaquin Valley and Southern California. Export punps near Tracy
are sometinmes turned of f because they kill |arge nunbers of snelt.



The popul ations of smelt and several other fish species in the Delta have been
declining for several years, pronmpting a large research effort by a team of
government and acadenic scientists last year. Initial results fingered water
exports and invasive species as possible causes, although pollution is
believed to be another factor.

Fi sh and Game biol ogi st Chuck Arnmor said the |atest smelt nunbers place even
greater pressure on finding answers.

"It basically says that we can't let up," he said.

University of California, Davis, scientist Bill Bennett said he believes the
snelt are headed for extinction. Rising water tenperatures and time could dea
the final blow he said.

The fish don't survive well in water warner than about 66 degrees Fahrenheit,
he said, and Delta waters during the sunmer already approach that tenperature.

"Gven the inevitability of global climte changes, it's likely that the
Del t a- Sui sun Bay environment will sinply get too warmfor the fish," he said.

Losi ng the species may not have a significant inpact on the Delta, Bennett
said. But finding answers to the snmelt's decline is still inportant. The fish
i s unusual because it lives for only a year and lays relatively few eggs
conpared with other fish.

"There's an awful | ot we can |learn about the Delta environment by studying
this fish," Bennett said.

It's also inportant because many people will blame water exports if the snelt
die off, he said.

In 1993, the Delta snelt becane a threatened speci es under the Endangered
Speci es Act when the fish were found dying in water punps near Tracy. Sone
scientists have tied increased water exports to the fish's decline.

But the effect of water shipnents won't tell the whole story, Bennett said.
"The truth is going to be a ot nuddier than that," he said.

Swanson, however, said exports are something that officials have sone contro
over.

"It's a knob that you can turn that lets you change the system" she said.
"There's not nearly enough knobs to manage invasive species, ... but for
exports, you have sonething you can change."

She said the latest snmelt nunbers are pronpting nmore talk of extinction, but
there may still be time to do sonething.

"I"'mnot optimstic," she said. "On the other hand, |I'mnot conpletely witing



these fish off. ... | think it's going to take a real concerted effort." #

http://ww. recordnet. conif apps/ pbcs.dll/article?Al D=/ 20060120/ NEWS01/ 601200318&
Sear chl D=73233143059653
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CC "M ke Jackson" <njatty@hbcglobal.net> <WIIiamFoster@ws.gov>,
"Robert Bai occhi" <bai occhi @sl n.conp, "Joel Baiocchi" <jcblaw2@ uno. conp,
"Dal e #2 Marsh" <dal e@il earti sans. conm», "Brian Marcus" <marcus@sl n. conp,
"Doug Patterson" <innatedoc@arthlink.net> "Vicky Witney"

<VWWH TNEY@nat er boar ds. ca. gov>, "Steve Herrera" <SHERRERA@wat er boar ds. ca. gov>,
"Arthur Baggett Jr." <abaggett @vat er boards. ca. gov>



